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THE SOURCE EVALUATIONS IN THIS REPORT ARE DEFINITIVE. 
THE APPRAISAL OF CONTENT IS TENTATIVE. 

(FOR KEY SEE REVERSE ) 


SOURfB: 


TERRAIN FEATURES AND CLIMATIC CONDITIONS 

Summer Season 

1, In the Gorkiy region the Volga River le generally ahallow on the north aide 
and deep on the aouth aide, furthermore, there are numerous ahoala, or bare, 
in the stream bed. for thia raaaon the channel ia marked during the summertime 
with numerous light buoys. In the spring the river overflows its north bank, 
becoming several kilometers wide so that thia buoy marking ia not possible. 

As a result of the strong current, upstream barges snd tugboats leave the river 
ohannel and beoome grounded. We often noted that auoh grounded oraft oould be 
freed only after day* of work. 

Winter Seaaon ' 

2. With the exception of small, very etrong-ourrent areas, the Volga River free see 
over in the winter, ao that all boat traffic must oease. At sudden temperature 
drops of 20 to 25 degress 0, a part of the often orowded Gorkiy street traffio 
is extended to the ioe surface. The ioe layer ia so strong that even the 

heaviest trucks oan drive on its surface. Normally, however, the surface is conpised of 
overlapping ioe leyefs, so that only sleighs and pedestrian traffio Are poeaible. The 
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above situation also applies to the Oka River, which empties into the 
Volga at this point, but X believe »ore frequently 
because of JLts .slower current, and more even freezing . 

J. The formation of ice along the banks during the latter part of October 
means that even the introduction of ice-breakers and the maintenance 
mb open channel cannot prolong shipping traffic* However, we 
noticed a constant use of ice-breakers in the months of Hovember and 
~ Beoember 1&50, although normal ship traffic had ceased* This, was 

/ attributed to the cjonstruction of a dam in the Zhig^i 

(#53~3© near Ka vmca 0 . During the winter the ship* ley s up. in coves , 
wh®re...they r ..-fxaasa in until spring* Overhauling, f + shipyard appar- 
ently occurs every couple of years* .» 

1, liver traffic ceases in the last half of October *•*&** ** ***> 

middle of April . Hevertheless , upstream traffic is still dif final % 
la April because of high water and very strong current© The water 
IOtsI of the Tolga changes constantly throughout the year© There- 
fore only floating docks are used. When these are put into the water 
er brought up on land , the shipping traffic automatically begins or 
ends,. 

msmjmm imjma 

Types of River Craft 

5© Shipping traffic on the Volga continues day and night© An estimate of 
50 ships travelling in each direction daily may be too low rathor than 
too high© There are passenger steamers which handle the traffic to 
Astrakhan} steamers for passenger and for freight traffic (blue- 
white-blue •moke stacks)} and tugboat steamers for pure freight traf- 
fic (red-white-red smoke staoks)© In the passenger servioe there are 
nearly as many motor launches with sorew propeller* as there are 
paddle steamers. In the last two years (1949 and 195©) the number 
of tankers pith sorsw propellers steadily inoreasedi the latter ones 
are eaid to have been built in the Irasaoye Soraovo ehipyards in 
Oerkijo We were told by the Soviets that the eteamere still dated 
from the tsarist period, but that all were overhauled and outfitted 
with new power plant maohlnery. 


6 © 


Z only bseaas aoouaintsd with th# stsaasr* for ths looal rua.< fflisss 
■hips have four passangsr olasssa. Ths fir.t and ssoo«£ class hairs 
•©bin. with a slssping room ia .aoh for two parsons. Third and fourth 
©last art looatsd bslow dsok and hairs bsnoh ssats. Ths stsaasr on 
which ws want to Vasil 1 •ursk’*had approximately twenty cabins for 
•soond and first olass. About 150 psopls ®«uld bs aooonaodatsd in 
third and fourth olass. 1 dannot haks any astlaat,! of ths frsi^it 
hold oapaoity of this ship, but during our t*ip between 50 and 100 
toas vaa loadsd in and out of ths oraft. ,1 sstiaat* that our 
stsaasr, th* GI2B US^ESKnCj, ws* 50 to 60 astsrs long and 10 to 
15 aatera wida. ' Th* transit ataanara to Astrakhan ara swan largsr. 
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Smaller steamers without cabins ply between Gork$y and. Rabotkio 
Tugf and Barges, 

7# la the tugboat category I noticed the greatest differences in size? 

Q&e of ten saw a small tugboat with a tugload of three dr four barges 
digged side by .side, struggle upstream, but scarcely moving because of 
the strong current- There were also large tugs with lengths of 40 
td 50 meters. Almost wi thmt ...exception, tug craft was loaded 'going 
upstream sad traveled, empty downstream. In contrast to tug traffic 
dm 'German fivers , where barges are linked behind each other, bn the 

many bargee as possible are rigged side by side for tuggingo 


. Salf^TOpeIiM...?anker : s, 

©, I pan only .make an estimate of the tonnage capacity of the self- 

propelled tankers* They were approximately 60 meters long and 10 to 
15 meters wide. On the downstream journey they rose two to three 
me ters out of the water, and on the upstream trip they lay in the 
water near the deck level* I would assume that their payload was 
approximately 1Q0Q to 1500 tone? 

Es&Lgfei , Sssaassia. 

9. The only freight transports which I observed going downstream were 
timber floats of more than 100 meters in length and 20 to 50 meters 
in width. These had a tugboat in front and another free moving tug 
on the side or in the rear. The number of these floats would not 
exceed 20 per year. We once saw one of these floats torn apart in 
the vicinity of Karpovka. Boats appeared from all sides and attempted 
to capture some of the dislodged amd free floating timbers . Sven 
our residence director, PETHOV, participated eagerly in this piracy o 
As was later explained to ue, this does not constitute thievery, as 
everyone has the right to olaim possession of goods floating free in 
the water. 


10 • 1 have seen or become familiar with the following ports and dooking 

points along the Volga a r 

florklv f 

The harbor (Macy Vokaal) la located on th. right Oka-Tolga 
Btv.r bank direofely at th# junotion of th. two river. < Eaa.atlall3r 
it a.rv.a only pa.a.ng.r traffio. Pa.a.ng.r a t.an.ra to 
Astrakhan and ICo.oow d.part from hara, and looal traffio up and 
down th. Volga aa w.ll as upth.Oka alao origiaataa at thia point. 
At la.aat tan ataamera aro barthad hara all tha tine, and an av.rag. 
of thxaa depart regularly eaoh hour. 

Sat IlA-03) . > 

Thia port do.a not lia in tha normal ataamar routaa, and appaara 
to ba employ*! only in th# farry a.rvio. from florkiy. 

Movaya 

A f iahlng villagw is located hare. Only paa..ng.r aarriof 1. eon- 
duetad at this villa**. 

.•$ ten t' 
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KaJLgJaia - r 

This port attracted my attention he oause of the large dredgirg 
equipment situated here , but I did not notioe any loading 
derricks at this points 

5&&2IJL fNg6-H f 

4 lilge eleTator for grains and other food products is located 
A loading installation was in the process of construc- 
tion in 1959 * A freight haxgOy waited here in Tain .for seTtrcl 
weeks in the sunner of W5° to pick up a cargo, hut loading 
.V,facili-tiee.,..w,er© not.. .nonple.t A power dredger. worked here 
throughout the euaner of ■ 1950 • 

m-32) 

Z noticed only paesenger -traffic at this point. 

Parishkaya Eonnuna (Pamyat Parizhekojr Kbmmuny) (HJ6-06, EhU-31) 

I notioed only paeeenger traffie at this point. 

Rabotki (N?6-Q3. BU-181 

grain elevators Similar to thoaa in Estovo woro aaan horo. fha 
port waa porhapo sort developed than t ha one in Eetoyo, and 
engaged in aors motive shipping traffio. I did not baoona aware 
of any epeoial indue trial installations. 

1-Tskewo (N#-13» B33-2?) 

I saw this harbor only at night. 0ns has the iapreeeion that eon- 
•iderable ship traffio odoure here. Shore are several large 
landings and piers present, and larger buildinga appear to line 
the port. • 

Barnino (N56-07, Bl£«50) 

This oonaunity has a snail landing dook, bat nany orates end bar- 
rels from Vasil' aarsk wars unleaded hers. 

This is the tsrainus of the Oork^r looal traffio. Only one landing 
deek exists, so that several steaaers have to lie next to another.; 
and await their tarn. There are alee landing dooka for freight 
barges. Industry appears to exist only in snail voluna. The Sura 
liver, whieh flows into the Volga at thia point, is hardly 100 
meters wide, end there wars no signs of riverboat traffio, although 
the channel is narked. To ay knowledge the Oorklyoblast line is 
leeatad near hers. The town itself hat perhaps 10,000 rssidnnts. 

... - Ban anas of the soenlo beauty of the area nany oonvaloseant hemes 
are leeatad here. 
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